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New Approach Offers Real Hope

Giant step toward recovery for NW Salmon and Steelhead

The new draft salmon plan frolational Oceanic and Atmospheric | NOAA-Fisheries
Administration- (NOAA) Fisheries was delivered to Honorable Judge

James Reddenos StBvenrbéforeathre inlOwas dryh ¢ rDrafgSamon Plan
opponents of the federal hydro system called the latest salmon plan

o R . . Addressing the needs
imore of the same. o0 This is d LR UOMS ,
with the facts. Northwest salmon

and steelhead.

Under Judge Redden, the U.S. District Court significantly advance
the regionbs ongoing conversat
needs of wild Northwest salmon and steelhead are met under the
Endangered Species Act (ESA). However, some vdioes the periphery
seem unablé or unwillingd to acknowledge that progress is being made.
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One key difference and an important legacy of the Redden court is the fact that the Judge
required the new salmon plan be developed with input from all regionatituents involved:
the four Northwest stateg Indian tribes and the four responsible federal agenties.is in
stark contrast to past plans developed solely by the federal agénalssexplains why this
plan enjoys more support than past gffo

Another important improvement is that this plan takes real and current scientific information
gathered at the watershed level and applies it to the problems facing fish as they move to and
from the Pacific Ocean. This has resulted in an exponémtigase in our knowledge of what
these fish encounter throughout their life cychesd provides a scientific roadmap to address

the critical bottlenecks in their recovery.

This plan also guarantees that substantial project funds will be spent whaed.ndere than
$1.5 billion will be investeaverall includingmproving fish passage at dams, with survival
rates expected to be in the-98% range, anth operational changes made to assist fish.
Significant habitat restoration funds are provided for tkibutaries, the critical Lower
Columbia estuary and for new predation controls.



So why is there no acknowledgement of this progress by the coalition of dam opponents and
harvest interests? Why do they i mnmeednoa tbeelfyo rdei
it was even released in its final form?

The answer likely lies in the fact that current science identifies harvest levels and the now
controversial mass production of hatchery fish as key barriers to recameagldition to hydro

operatios and habitat degradation. Protecting these interests is paramount to this coalition.
Further, this strange coalitionds monotonous
belief that more attention on dams means less attention on how their sweemtsibute to the

salmon recovery problem.

This stance is particularly ironic given how critical the hydrosystem is in keeping the
Nort hwestds car bon f oot gandrenéwaldehaekup for rereewathle as t h
wind and solar energy reses.

The draft plan from NOAAFisheries is hardly the status quo and it only takes cracking the

cover to recognize that. The plan was developed with the collaboration of all constituents and
includes the most rigorous study of each HS#ed fish stak ever done to inform recovery

efforts. We hope the current draft will mark the beginning of a new regional dialogue where this
science is applied to all areas of concern uniforiahg will includedecisions regarding harvest
levels and hatchery pract&egwo critical parts of any successful salmon solution.

Terry Flores is executive director of Northwest RiverPartners, an alliance of farmers, utilities
and businesses that promotes scielbased and costffective salmon recovery.
Go to:www.nwriverpartners.org
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