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NW companies plan to launch wave-power project next
month
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MILWAUKIE, ORE. --- It is small spark in a single project that one company hopes will lead
to a bigger innovation.

That innovation is taking place near Milwaukie inside the massive factory floor at Oregon
Iron Works. There, workers armed with welding torches piece together a prototype ocean
buoy that may one day lead to new advancements in wave energy.

After looking towards the sun, rivers and even wind as a source for power, more companies
are now turning to the ocean.

“This is partbovethkeebwayet hatsaid Kev
along the factory floor. Banister works with British Columbia-based Finavera, a company
looking to be the leader in wave energy.

The prototype buoy is in several massive pieces. Even though the first model is a half-volume
test buoy, parts range from nine to 12-feet in diameter.

More:
The buoy will sit in the ocean, about three-miles off shore, using the waves to push water

through a turbine, which will in turn generate electricity. Each buoy can power several
homes.

“There’ s so much energy stored in the
energy sources, Banistersaidwave power has distinct ad:>
more energy from a much smaller space

Finavera is slated to launch its test buoy off of Newport, Ore. next month, making it the first
company to do so off the Oregon coast.

Environmental concerns
The Canadian company is not alone when it comes to depending on the ocean.
For generations fishermen in Newport looked to the Pacific Ocean to support their families.

“There’ s a big history of f i s hgenergjioni n t
fisherman.


http://www.kgw.com/frame.jsp?sid=http://www.finavera.com/wavetech/animation

What looked like opportunity as vast as the Pacific itself now appears to be shrinking.
Fishermen | ike Pettis are wbsrgeduntPw

Fishermen fear a dozen planned projects on the West Coast, including the Finavera project,
will create trouble. Each project has the potential to support hundreds of buoys.
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“When they put
t hat area is | ost to you,”’

don’t go so
Potential new economy

What may be lost in the ocean could be gained on land, in terms of new jobs. Finavera teamed
up with Oregon Iron Works to develop a prototype.

“We think the future is bright for wav
Oregon Iron Works.

Brown said there is a potential for hundreds of new jobs in Oregon and southwest
Washington. “Long term we wantt hteoy "bluli Ik
and they can be for multiple companies

Fishermen too are aware of the potential and indicate they are willing to work with energy
companies.

“1 personally am in big support of ren

Pettis is keenly aware the push for more power is as strong as the ocean tides. Energy
companies like Finavera are determined to learn how to best ride the wave of clean energy.



