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Response to an article in The Oregonian:  

“Two states, divided by salmon” 

 

BPA Provides Key Benefits for Entire Region 
By:  John Saven, Chair 

Northwest RiverPartners 

 

The premise of your July 18 article “Two states, divided by salmon” which implies the 

states’ approach to salmon protection is driven by public vs. private power interests, is off-

base. The Oregonian appears determined to create a controversy that leads to divisiveness 

rather than regional cooperation. 

 

There are 500,000 public power consumers in Oregon, in urban and rural areas, who for 

decades have relied on the Bonneville Power Administration for energy.  They have a 

continuing interest in BPA providing energy and protecting salmon.   These customers have 

paid their fair share of the full costs of BPA service.  It is simply false to assert that they 

receive a “discount” simply because today’s BPA wholesale power rate is below market 

prices.   

 

Further, as chairman of Northwest RiverPartners, which includes the Northwest’s public and 

private utilities, and other river users, I can unequivocally state that protecting and restoring 

the Northwest’s salmon is not about a particular electricity provider. It is about using the best 

science available to do everything we can to help salmon while preserving as much of our 

non-polluting reliable and renewable hydro-generation as possible for the Northwest as a 

whole.  We are steadfast in this belief. 

 

Protecting and restoring our salmon runs can, and is, being done with the use of the best 

available science combined with collaboration and cooperative decision-making. It is 

encouraging that three of the four Northwest states and several tribes are working hard within 

the ongoing “Sovereigns” process of states, tribes and federal agencies to help develop a new 

salmon plan based in these principles. 

 

Unfortunately, Oregon appears to be pursuing a path that is internally inconsistent.  It is an 

outspoken advocate for renewable energy on the one hand, while on the other promoting 

unnecessary reductions in renewable federal hydro generation for the alleged benefit of 
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salmon.  We believe they rely on outdated science that has been largely discredited by the 

region’s Independent Science Advisory Board and ignores the most recent data available.  

 

As Oregon and Washington both move forward to implement renewable portfolio standards 

that look to wind power as a future new resource, we need the generation capacity of the 

dams to provide backup when the wind doesn’t blow.  Otherwise we face the prospect over 

time of building other thermal polluting plants to cover peak loads, or simply not having 

enough energy to meet demand.   

 

In summary, as we try to shape the future of the Northwest, we need to address problems 

comprehensively, understanding all of the consequences of our actions, rather than building 

fences between states.  

 

John Saven is CEO of Northwest Requirements Utilities which 

represent 52 consumer-owned utility customers of BPA located in 

seven Western states, and chairman of Northwest RiverPartners, a 

non-profit organization promoting science-based, cost-effective 

salmon recovery efforts in the Northwest.  
 

 
 
 
 
Northwest RiverPartners is a partnership of farmers, electric utilities and large and small businesses in the 
Pacific Northwest, joined together to ensure that the Columbia and Snake rivers remain living, working rivers. 
Lǘ ǿŀǎ ŦƻǳƴŘŜŘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ōŜƭƛŜŦ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜǎŜ ǊƛǾŜǊǎ ŀǊŜ ǘƘŜ bƻǊǘƘǿŜǎǘΩǎ ƎǊŜŀǘŜǎǘ ƴŀǘǳǊŀƭ ǊŜǎƻǳǊŎŜ ǇǊƻǾƛŘƛƴƎ 
residents with clean, affordable and renewable electricity, flood control, irrigation for our farm lands, healthy 
fish and wildlife, maritime trade, and a multitude of recreational opportunities. For more information, please 
visit www.nwriverpartners.org.  

 

 

 
 
 
 

 

¢ƻ ǊŜŀŘ ¢ƘŜ hǊŜƎƻƴƛŀƴΩǎ article, ά¢ǿƻ ǎǘŀǘŜǎΣ ŘƛǾƛŘŜŘ ƻƴ {ŀƭƳƻƴέ,  
Click on the following link:  
http://nwriverpartners.org/documents/Twostatesdividedbysalmon-TheOregonian-7-17-07.pdf 
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